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Analysis of the Term System of Officials in Lin'an Prefecture of the Southern Song Dynasty
Chen Hongjian
School of Humanities, Hangzhou Normal University

Abstract: The official tenure system was an important component of the ancient Chinese official system. In the early Song
Dynasty, inheriting the system of the Five Dynasties, a one-year evaluation and three-year tenure system was generally
implemented for local officials. During the reign of Emperor Shenzong, although the tenure was fixed at three years, it was
adjusted according to local conditions. Emperor Zhezong shortened the tenure of local officials, mainly to two or two and
a half years. Emperor Gaozong set the tenure at two years, which remained unchanged until the end of the Southern Song
Dynasty. By organizing the records of prefects in the Lin 'an Annals from the Xianchun period, it was found that the two-year
tenure in Lin' an Prefecture was not implemented during the Southern Song Dynasty, with an average tenure of one year, and
the tenure was influenced by the city's status, imperial family members, and personal qualities.
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