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An Analysis of Logical Configurations in Japanese New Orthodox Detective Fiction: Three Dimensions of Space, Time,
and Language
Dou Haowen
Xizang University

Abstract: Japanese New Orthodox detective fiction distinguishes itself through its uniquely crafted narrative tricks, setting
it apart from the social school of detective fiction that focuses on character and environment, while also surpassing the
imaginative boundaries of traditional orthodox detective fiction. Taking three representative works—The Crime in the Slanted
House, The Clockwork Mansion Incident, and The Killing Disease—as case studies, this paper analyzes the tricks employed
in their reasoning processes. These tricks can be categorized into three dimensions: space, time, and language. Authors
meticulously design these tricks to manipulate the reader’s cognitive premises and the order of information presentation,
thereby constructing distinct "logical configurations" that guide readers through specific logical constructions during the
reading process. The "logic" deduced in these works essentially represents a special application of logic within the literary
field—a kind of "narrative logic" that is deductively sound yet based on fictional premises. It is neither purely formal logical
induction nor a logical reflection of empirical issues, but rather a creative synthesis of imagination and logical reasoning. By
analyzing the logical configurations in Japanese New Orthodox detective fiction, this paper aims to provide a fresh perspective
on understanding the richness and practicality of logic itself.
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