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The Predicaments and Solutions of Characters in Gurnah's Coastal Indian Ocean from a Narrative Perspective
Duan Jingjing, Wang Ruichen, Xue Tongjin

Tianjin Foreign Studies University

Abstract: The novel By the Sea by British-Tanzanian writer Abdulrazak Gurnah focuses on the survival and psychological
challenges of postcolonial migrants, depicting identity fragmentation and anxiety over belonging in the aftermath of
colonialism. Existing research largely concentrates on identity politics and spatial theory, neglecting the independent narrative
value of the Indian Ocean. This paper centers on the Indian Ocean as a narrative of movement, analyzing characters such as
Saleh and Latif, who face the dilemma of 'dual marginality' in their transoceanic movements, a predicament intertwined with
colonial discourse, the alienation of Islamic culture, and other factors. Drawing on cosmopolitanism as a solution, the study
shows how 'storytelling' enables the coexistence of cultural differences, and how hospitable practices exemplified by Rachel
help reconstruct migrant identity. It reveals a 'movement - dilemma - reconciliation' logic, offering new perspectives for
studies of postcolonial diasporic literature.
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