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The internal logic and historical characteristics of the basic values of Chinese culture
Yang Hongyu
Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences
Abstract: The fundamental values of Chinese culture are rooted in the Confucian ethical system, exhibiting a distinct
internal logic and historical characteristics. In terms of value orientation, Chinese culture prioritizes morality, advocating
the gentlemanly character of "righteousness over profit" and the ethical norms of "loyalty and filial piety as the foundation,"
thereby constructing an ideal blueprint for a society governed by virtue. In its worldview, Chinese culture pursues harmony
and balance, seeking stability between humanity and nature through the natural worldview of "the unity of heaven and
humanity" and the philosophy of "the Doctrine of the Mean." At the level of social responsibility, Chinese culture contains
a transcendent consciousness of "taking the world as one's own responsibility," and this collectivist national sentiment has
transformed into the spiritual driving force for national salvation and rejuvenation in modern times. Finally, Chinese culture
demonstrates strong inclusiveness in its cultural forms, establishing the diverse yet unified and enduring vitality of Chinese
culture through the assimilation, integration, and innovation of internal regional cultures and external heterogeneous cultures.
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