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"Sleep" and "Guerrilla": A Geographical and Sociological Study of the Organizational Differences of Northeast Anti-
Japanese United Army in Liaodong and Liaoxi
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Abstract: This study examines the differentiated organizational structures and their formation logic of the Northeast Anti-
Japanese United Army (AJUA) in Liaodong and Liaoxi regions during the 1930s-1940s through a cross-disciplinary
perspective of geographical sociology. The research reveals that AJUA did not adopt a uniform model but developed distinct
survival strategies based on the unique geographical and social structures of each region. In Liaodong (modern-day Dandong,
Benxi, and Tonghua areas), characterized by dense forests and proximity to Korea, AJUA leveraged complex terrain and
transnational connections to establish a "semi-public guerrilla model" represented by Yang Jingyu's unit, enabling mobile
operations with large-scale organizational units. Conversely, in Liaoxi (modern-day Jinzhou, Chaoyang, and Fuxin areas),
with its low mountains, proximity to the Guannei region, and tight control by Japanese puppet forces, AJUA adopted a covert
"dormant cell" strategy, breaking down into smaller units for long-term infiltration.
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