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Close Friends, Love Rivals, Maid, Subject: A New Interpretation of the Relationships in 'Jiao Hong Ji' from the
Perspective of Lacan's Mirror Theory
Shengli Yang
College of Arts, Anhui University

Abstract: Regarding the character relationship between Jiaoniang and Feihong in "Jiao Hong Ji," most academic studies
define Feihong within the framework of master-servant interests, the rivalry in love, or regard Feihong as a functional
character serving Shen Jiao's romance. Few analyze the deep spiritual connection between the two from the perspective of
subject construction and psychological identification, neglecting the core emotional essence directed toward Jiaoniang behind
their actions. Jiaoniang is the ideal self constructed by Feihong based on mirror identification; Feihong regards her as an
imagined close friend. Her imitations of Jiaoniang's overstepping behaviors form female rivalry with Jiaoniang, representing
mirror behavior targeted at Shen Chun as the object of imitation, rather than admiration for Shen Chun. By introducing Lacan's
mirror theory, a reinterpretation of their mirror relationship from the perspectives of psychological construction and identity
recognition reveals Feihong's complex emotions toward Jiaoniang. From mirror imitation to the subject's awakening after the
collapse of the mirror, it reflects the quest for self-value and the silent questioning of the shared fate of women by lower-class

women under the constraints of feudal hierarchy and ritual codes, within the late Ming context.
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