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A Review of the Perspectives and Methods in Bu Zhengmin's ""Society and State in the Ming Dynasty"
Binbin Cheng
School of Humanities, Hangzhou Normal University
Abstract: "Society and State in the Ming Dynasty" is a study of Ming history completed by the overseas Sinologist Bu
Zhengmin. The author centers on local gazetteers as core sources to explore various aspects such as the rural governance
system of the Ming Dynasty, Jiangnan reclamation fields, and the construction of private libraries, thereby examining the
complex relationship between the state and society in the Ming era, including their confrontations, interactions, and mutual

influences. The author's use of local gazetteer sources is also worth further study. This paper focuses on the content of the first

six chapters and evaluates the perspectives and methods employed by the author in writing this book.
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