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The Depiction of Fuxi in the Dunhuang Manuscript: Focusing on The Annals of Emperors Since the Creation of Heaven
and Earth
Zhikun Dong
School of Literature, Lanzhou University
Abstract: Chronicle of Emperors Since the Creation of Heaven and Earth is the central text on Fuxi in the Dunhuang
manuscripts. Presented in a question-and-answer format, this manuscript portrays Fuxi as the Heavenly Emperor in the ancient
imperial genealogy, a cultural hero who established civilization, and the progenitor of humanity in the myths of the survivors
of the Great Flood, thereby integrating these three identities into a single narrative. By synthesizing imperial genealogy,
Buddhist cosmology, Daoist terrestrial imagery, and folk customs and legends, this manuscript serves as a crucial text for

examining the cultural convergence in medieval Dunhuang and the transmission and transformation of the Fuxi myth along

the Silk Road.
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