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The depiction of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom in the local chronicles of Shanghai during the late Qing Dynasty
Heng Chen
School of Humanities, Anqing Normal University

Abstract: From the perspective of contemporary historical materialism, the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom Movement was a
vigorous peasant revolutionary movement against imperialism and feudalism. However, within the official political discourse
of the Qing government, the Taiping forces were predominantly referred to as "Cantonese bandits," "bandits from Foshan,"
or "rebel forces," and the late Qing authorities rarely praised the movement. Local gazetteers, being officially commissioned
and profoundly influenced by state ideology, presented a predominantly "rebellion-oriented narrative" regarding the Taiping
Rebellion. This "rebellion narrative" represents a stereotypical portrayal of the movement in late Qing Shanghai gazetteers
rather than an objective characterization of its nature. The designation of the Taiping Rebellion as merely a "rebellion" in
these gazetteers reflects not historical truth but the influence of the Qing government's official discourse, which is rife with
partisan bias. Dissecting this narrative bias helps distinguish between historical perspectives and objective facts, providing a
framework for dialectical research on peasant war history.
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