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Ecological Art Translation of Jianghai Canal Culture: A Case Study of the Environmental Art Installation Whispers of

the Jianghai Whale

Xingyu Sun, Jie Wu *

College of Art and Architecture, Nantong University

Abstract: The study examines how regional cultural heritage can be integrated with principles of ecological sustainability in
the contexts of Nantong’s Jianghai culture and Taizhou’s canal heritage. It also explores the use of sustainable materials in
environmental art installations as a means of fostering public awareness of ecological issues. Through a series of community-
based bottle-cap recycling activities, the study extracts representative cultural motifs associated with Jianghai and canal
heritage.Core themes such as waterway civilization, human—nature coexistence, and ecological conservation are reinterpreted
through contemporary artistic expression.Using discarded plastic bottle caps and mixed recycled materials, the installation
Whispers of the Jianghai Whale constructs a whale image as a visual metaphor for marine ecological protection and
environmental sustainability. The findings indicate that ecological art can function simultaneously as a vehicle for cultural
communication and as a platform for environmental advocacy.By integrating cultural narratives with sustainable artistic
practices, ecological art installations can contribute to both cultural preservation and environmental advocacy.
Keywords: Jianghai Culture of Nantong; Canal Heritage of Taizhou; Ecological Art Translation; Environmental Art

Installation; Recycled Materials; Regional Culture
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