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From Altar to Dust: The 'Low Mimicry' Displacement of Lena Grove in Light in August
Qi Wang
Xidian University
Abstract: Light in August is one of the major novels by American writer William Faulkner, holding an important place
in his 'Yoknapatawpha' series. Existing studies often fix Lena Grove as static mythological archetypes like 'Earth Mother'
or 'Virgin Mother,' overlooking her dynamic narrative value in the archetype displacement within Northrop Frye’s critical
framework. This paper uses Frye’s theory of modes as the core framework to systematically analyze three layers of Lena’s
low mimicry displacement: at the imagery level, she descends from the divine archetype to a 'holy fool'; at the temporal level,
she moves from mythic eternity to agricultural cyclical time; at the narrative level, her journey shifts from classical heroic
quest to secular wandering. This study breaks through the static limitations of traditional archetypal interpretations, clarifies
the structural connection between the tragic main plot and the low mimicry comedic subplot, and further explains Faulkner’s

ethical reflections on facing modernity’s crises: in the modern South, where faith collapses and values are torn apart, ordinary,

resilient, and enduring secular life is the ultimate force to resist nihilism and sustain hope.
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