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From Image to Text: An Examination of the Compilation Date and Transmission of the Xiaozizhuan
Yunfei Wu
College of Chinese Language and Literature,Lanzhou University
Abstract: Taking the Xiaozizhuan, a work belonging to the category of miscellaneous biographies, as the object of study, this
paper investigates its authorship and compilation date through two interrelated approaches: textual comparison and mutual
corroboration between text and image. On the one hand, based on the absence of this text in bibliographic records such as the
“Yiwenzhi” of the Hanshu, and the narrative discrepancies in the story of Shun’s filial piety found among works attributed
to Liu Xiang, it is argued that the Xiaozizhuan was not authored by Liu Xiang. Rather, it should be regarded as a work by an
anonymous literatus falsely ascribed to him, and that Xiaozitu and Xiaozizhuan are in fact the same book under different titles.
On the other hand, by analyzing Eastern Han pictorial stone carvings, this study demonstrates that the format of their inscribed
cartouches accords with that of later textual versions, that the iconographic details exhibit a high degree of consistency across

different regions,lt is therefore concluded that, no later than the mid-second century CE during the Eastern Han dynasty, the

Xiaozizhuan had already taken shape as an illustrated archetype and was widely circulated.
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