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A Brief Review of "The Social History of Books" : An Empirical Analysis Based on a Panel
Fixed Effects Model of Five Cities and Prefectures

Shengyao An

School of Humanities, Hangzhou Normal University

Abstract: Zhou Shaoming's book The Social History of Books: Books and Literati Culture in Late Imperial China employs

research methods from Western social and cultural history, transcending the long-standing text-centered approach of China.

It situates books within the social structure of late imperial China (from the Song to the mid-Qing dynasties), examining their

entire lifecycle—from production and distribution to reading and circulation—and analyzes the complex interactions between

books, literati culture, and civil society. The work addresses the central question of how books shape society and how society

influences books.
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